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Media Fact Sheet
Use this information to give to the media to explain Back to Church Sunday. It can accompany a press release or email that describes your event. For more information and instructions about the Press Release, please refer to that template in the Digital Resources CD.
Local Back to Church Sunday Campaign:

· A Sunday church service dedicated to helping people rediscover church again. 

· Relevant statistics:

· Most Americans have been to church, and yet only 20 percent are regular attendees. - The American Church in Crisis
· 82 percent of the unchurched are likely to attend church if invited by a trusted friend or relative. – Dr. Thom Rainer
· Only 2 percent of church-going people invite someone to church in a given year. 98 percent of church-goers never extend an invitation in a given year. – Dr. Thom Rainer

· 50 percent of the current U.S. population would be candidates for a Back to Church Campaign.  - Gary L. McIntosh, D.Min., Ph.D.
· A study including more than 15,000 adults revealed that about two-thirds are willing to receive information about a local church from a family member, and 56 percent from a friend or neighbor. The message is clear that the unchurched are open to conversations about church.” – Philip Nation, LifeWay Research and National Spokesperson for Back to Church Sunday
· 41% of the formerly churched said they would return to the local church if a friend or acquaintance invited them." Outreach Magazine, Jan 2007. Thom Rainer and Sam Rainer
· [Church] is joining with [Church] and [Church] to invite the whole community Back to Church on [Date].

National Back to Church Sunday:

· Back to Church Sunday can be implemented year-round, but many churches choose to participate on National Back to Church Sunday (Sept 16, 2012). Thousands of churches will join the national event. 

· An interactive website is available with many free resources to help a church plan their Back to Church Sunday service. Visit www.backtochurch.com for more information.
· The Back to Church 2012 Church Kit offers a step-by-step approach to preparing a church for Back to Church Sunday. 

· A booklet called ReDiscover Church: Ten Reasons Why People Leave and Why They Are Coming Back will help empower church members to invite family, friends, and neighbors.

· A Facebook page (Facebook.com/BacktoChurch) encourages networking and engagement.
· A YouTube Channel is available for encouraging Back to Church Sunday videos that can be shared on social networks. (YouTube.com/BTCSunday)
Back to Church Sunday Statement of Intent:

· To help the church reach the formerly churched by inviting them to attend a service. 

· Build and foster relationships between churches. 

Sponsors:
· Outreach, Inc., a church communications resource provider.
· LifeWay Research assists and equips church leaders with insight and advice that will lead to greater levels of church health and effectiveness.
Additional information can be found at www.backtochurch.com 
